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JUNE 1990 


163 


J516 at Poulter Reserve, Greenborough. Wed.28.2.90. 


J516 in Victoria Road, Coldstream. Fri.20.4.90. 
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J516 Heads for Healesville 


J516 was placed off register on 23.5.1973. The loco was 
at this stage already in storage, and it remained at New- 
port Workshops until 7.8.75 when it was purchased by 
the Shire of Diamond Valley. J516 was then towed to 
Greensborough on 11.8.75 on the 23 20 Eltham goods, 
hauled by E1104 and E1107. The J was placed in Poulter 
Reserve, Greensborough, a week later on 18.8.75. 

J516 attracted thousands of visitors over the next 15 
years. It also became an object to be spray painted by 
local youths, and the Shire of Diamond Valley was 
spending thousands of dollars to cover up graffiti dur- 
ing the 1980s. By mid-1988, after the loco had received 
at least 40 repaints, a decision had been made by the 
Shire of Diamond Valley to dispose of the locomotive. 
By late 1988 the locomotive had been purchased by the 
Healesville Railway Co-operative, whose long term 
goal was to use steam power between Healesville and 
Coldstream. 

The original plan had been to move the J using a 
crane and low loaders, but the cost of hiring a crane, 
and other problems, led to the postponement from 
23.2.89. After 14 months of frustration, dates around 
Easter 1990 were selected. Ramps made from sleepers 
were to be used to eliminate the lifting, and offloading 
was to take place at Yering on the YVTR rather than at 
a V/Line or Met station. Yering was chosen rather than 
Healesville because of doubts over the strengths of the 
road bridges at Yarra Glen and Healesville. 

Before J516 was moved, a number of initial tasks had 
to be carried out by HRC members. Ramps had to be 
constructed at Yering and Greensborough, the loco 
had to be painted and some track work had to be car- 
ried out in Yering yard, which last saw a train in 1986. 

On Thurs.19.4.90 the loco was slowly towed off its 
concrete display pad by two tow trucks and up the 1 in 
15 grade ramp onto the trailer of the heavy haul truck. 
The tender was moved onto another truck trailer a few 
hours later and both trucks were then parked in Poulter 
Avenue for the night. 

At 09 05 on Fri.20.4.90 the tender of J516 departed 
Greensborough, bound for Yering. The loco followed 
at 09 28, travelling via Heidelberg, Doncaster, Mitcham 
and Chirnside Park and then along Victoria Road to 
Yering. The loco attracted some strange glances as it 
slowly moved along, accompanied by a police escort 
and pausing occasionally at a low power line. Inter- 
estingly, the gross load limit on Victoria Road was 
3 tonnes, with the weight of the loco unit being 57t over 
the limit! By 12 30 the loco unit of J516 had arrived at a 
very busy Yering station, where the tender was already 
being unloaded. Two tow trucks were used to pull the 
tender from the trailer onto the ramp, once the trailer 
rails had been attached to the ramp rails. One tow truck 
pulled the tender down the ramp while the other res- 
trained it on the 1 in 30 grade. After the tender had been 
placed on the ramp the loco was moved down the 
ramp, with two tow trucks restraining it and one pull- 
ing. JS16 was now on YVTR tracks, but the most inter- 
esting part of the journey had yet to come. 

At 07 00 on Sat.21.4.90 the transfer train left Heales- 
ville, bound for Yering. The consist was T341-W250- 
VHNA-HD-68ZLP-2xGY. The train arrived at Yarra 
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Glen at 09 00 in the rain, the slow progress being 
caused by problems with wet grass on the rails on the 
1 in 40 and 1 in 50 grades. The locos ran forward and 
W250 then ran around the train before coupling up to 
the rear of the train. By 09 15 the train, with a loco at 
each end, was out over the Yarra River on the wooden 
trestles and by 09 40 the train had pulled up beside J516 
in the siding. Over the next four hours the ramp was 
disassembled and lifted into the GYs, all moving parts 
on J516 were oiled, a draw bar was fitted between loco 
and tender and brake hoses were fitted. The draw bar 
had been borrowed from the MRPS. A cable was 
passed between J516 and W250 on the main line. J516 
was then pulled off the siding and onto the loop. W250 
then pushed 2xGY-ZLP into the loop, coupled to the 
J and pulled the stock out onto the main line before 
setting back onto the train. After more rail had been 
placed on the VHNA, the train departed for Heales- 
ville. A brief stop was made at Yarra Glen at 14 30 for 
lunch. T341 was running low on sand, and with the 
drizzle still coming down it was decided to shut the 
engine down, enabling W250 to do the honors for the 
run to Healesville. The train departed and W250 hand- 
led the 280t load without any difficulty, but the little 
diesel hydraulic loco really had to work up the 1 in 40 
grade to the Mount View Range tunnel. The train 
arrived at Healesville at 16 15, after J516’s three day 
journey. 

J516 was built by the Vulcan Foundry in Lancashire 
in 1954. It entered service on 11.6.54 and was a Seymour 
locomotive for most of its working life. J516 had a 
recorded mileage of 196 608 when it was placed off 
register. 

The loco was purchased for a sum of $10 000, which 
was raised from trolley and train takings over the two 
years up to 1990, plus donations. Sponsorship helped 
with the move from Greensborough to Yering. The 
loco is in very good external condition and can be seen 
in Healesville yard on any Sunday. 

The arrival of J516 at Healesville was a very signifi- 
cant part of the HRC’s goal of running steam hauled 
trains without having to hire them, and hopefully J516 
will be working out of Healesville on regular passenger 
trains in the future. 

If any readers would like to help restore J516 or the 


Coldstream to Healesville railway, please ring (059) 
62 4070 for details. 


J516 is lowered down the ramp at Yering. Fri.20.4.90. (All 
photos Damien Foun) 


Toolamba - Echuca Line Trains 


TONGALA - ECHUCA 


TONGALA SHUNTS 


The dominant commercial feature of the small town of 
Tongala is the Nestlé factory, from which dried and 
tinned milk products come. The furnaces at the factory 
use briquettes which are railed to Tongala twice a 
week, with the movement taking place on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 


The switch trip train is timetabled to depart Echuca 
at 06 30, arriving at Tongala at 07 10, as train 5164. After 
clearing the siding at Nestlé’s and shunting of the 
loaded wagons into the siding, the train leaves Tongala 
as 5165 at 08 00, arriving at Echuca at 08 40. The consist 
is usually 10x VOCXs and the motive power is a T class 
loco. The train is limited to 40 km/h. 


Before 1985 these trains all ran via Toolamba, in the 
early evening, with a T class loco and four wheeled G 
wagons. On Thurs.28.12.89, one of these trains again 
ran via Toolamba, because no briquettes had been 
railed to Echuca over the Christmas period. With the 
help of a licensed driver, my mother, I set out to 
motorcade this train. The train arrived at Kyabram at 
11 39, with T410, eight VOFXs and 11 VOCXs, the 
VOFXs being used to deliver fertiliser to the local sid- 
ing. Once T410 had left the tarpaulin-covered wagons 
in the yard, it departed with the briquettes for Tongala 
at 1157. This train was only the ninth for the whole of 
1989 to use the Kyabram - Tongala section of the line, 
as Kyabram trains are worked via Toolamba. The train 
arrived at Tongala at 12 14. The shunt here is a compli- 
cated one to say the least. T410 cut off from the 
VOCXs, ran into the siding and then removed the 10 
empties, forming a ‘sandwich’ with the T in between 
the full wagons and the empty wagons. T410 then 
pushed the empties clear of the level crossing, ran back 
around the full wagons and pushed them into the 
plant. After this was done, the 10 empties were hauled 
into the yard, enabling the level crossing bells to stop. 
Finally, the train was able to depart for Kyabram at 
13 50. 


The arrangements at Tongala yard do not exactly 
make things easy for V/Line employees. The train 
passed Ky Valley on the up at 13 45, where I last saw it. 
It was good to see a train on the low traffic density sec- 
tion between ‘Ky’ and ‘Tonny’, but at the time of writ- 
ing this article (February 1990) no trains had used the 
section since then. 


TOOLAMBA - KYABRAM 


These days rail traffic to Kyabram is in only one com- 
modity, this being superphosphate. Tatura, between 
Toolamba and Kyabram, receives ‘super’ and also 
empty VQCX container wagons. These are sent out 
with products from the Tatura milk factory, situated 
adjacent to the railway line. Unlike on the Echuca - 
Tongala section, trains to Tatura and Kyabram run ‘as 
required’. During the October to March period this 
usually amounts to one train per week. However, on 
occasions two trains per week are run. When the wet 
weather starts the ‘super’ is in less demand, and so the 
deliveries become very erratic. In one of the winter 
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months of last year no trains ran at all, much to the 
disgust of a certain rail enthusiast at Kyabram! 


Before 1985 most trains to Kyabram originated at 
Seymour, but since then all movements, except those 
of through trains, on this line have been made from 
Shepparton. On the journey from Shepparton, shunts 
are sometimes performed at the Ardmona siding at 
Mooroopna. On arrival at Toolamba the engine will 
run around the consist and the train then departs for 
Tatura. Extra time is now needed at Toolamba, as a 
train order must be issued before the train can travel 
on the branch. The train always runs in the morning, 
and after shunting at Tatura it normally arrives at 
Kyabram at around 10 00. The superphosphate siding 
at Kyabram is situated approximately two kilometres 
on the up side of Kyabram yard, with the points trailing 
for down trains. When the train arrives, it will stop 
short of the points, the loco will run forward, the points 
will be changed and the loco will reverse into the siding 
and couple up to the empty wagons. The loco will then 
run forward with the empties, shunt back onto the 
loaded wagons, move forward again and then push the 
loaded wagons into the siding. After the loaded wagons 
have been uncoupled from the empties, the train pro- 
ceeds to Kyabram yard, so that the loco can run around 
and be facing the right way to go back to Tatura. When 
full VOFXs have been left in the yard from the pre- 
vious week, the loco will push these to the siding while 
pulling the empties picked up on the down journey. So, 
the train may depart Kyabram as 2xVOFX, T class 
loco, 6xVOFX, possibly a unique consist in Victoria 
today. The whole operation sounds complicated, and 
it is. 

Although Kyabram lacks the action of our main 
lines, some interesting shunting manoeuvres still take 
place into the nineties. Yes, V/Line still does run some 
short trains, and if you are interested in following some 
of the state’s last branch line workings the Toolamba - 
Echuca line would be a good place to start. 


T393 prepares to depart Kyabram for Tatura. 
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T410 shunts briquette wagons at the Nestlé factory at Tongala. 


T410 shunting at Tongala. (All photos Grant Payne) 
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Commissioners’ Visit — 1889 


During the latter half of the 19th Century the visit of 
the railway commissioners was an important event in 
the life of a country town. The councillors, town or 
shire clerk and business men would meet the commis- 
sioners at the station, where they would put forward 
their requests for alterations and improvements to the 
rail service. 


Saturday 5 October 1889 was the day the commis- 
sioners paid their visit to Echuca. Shops were open all 
day on Saturday; they had a half day holiday on Wed- 
nesday. The commissioners, with the local Members 
of Parliament — Messrs Shackell & Well — arrived 10 
minutes early. Only the railway staff were there to meet 
them. This upset Mr Speight, a commissioner. It was 
only with difficulty he was persuaded to wait for the 
locals to arrive. An hour was then spent discussing 
requests and paying a visit to the wharf. The commis- 
sioners then returned by way of Toolamba, with the 
stops at Koyuga, Tongala and Kyabram being reported 
in the Echuca Riverine Herald. 


The delay before action followed the requests 
varied. The unauthorised occupation of part of one of 
the sheds on the wharf was dealt with immediately. 
Within two months an engineer arrived to inspect, and 
report on, a drainage problem which resulted from the 
construction of the Tatura to Echuca line in 1887. The 
erosion problem was fixed, but the council’s request 
for the diversion of that creek was not carried out for 80 


The Kanagulk Turntable 


Why was the only turntable between Horsham and 
Hamilton installed at Kanagulk when for most of the 
time trains terminated elsewhere? To be sure, the reg- 
ular mixed and car goods trains originated and termi- 
nated at Balmoral, but until 1930 the engines of these 
regular trains rarely needed turning. For example, the 
Monday mixed went north engine first to Horsham, 
used the turntable there and returned south engine 
first to Balmoral, where it stayed overnight. It was then 
facing in the correct direction (south) to take the Tues- 
day mixed to Hamilton. It used the turntable at Colera- 
ine Junction and then ran the mixed north engine first 
to Balmoral, and so on. 

Turning facilities were therefore better situated at 
Kanagulk, where in the wheat season at least two 
engines on terminating trains needed turning each day. 

The Balmoral mixed trains continued running on 
this regular three days north and three days south ser- 
vice until the Horsham service was reduced to car 
goods Mondays and goods Fridays, probably on 
24.11.1930. This meant that the 17 00 mixed from 
Hamilton on Tuesdays would arrive at Balmoral with 
the engine facing north, whereas it would be needed to 
face south to run the next train, the 08 30 mixed to 
Hamilton on Thursdays. The engine therefore had to 
go to Kanagulk to turn, a timing in the working time- 
table which intrigued me for many years. It left Bal- 
moral on Thursdays at 07 15, ran light to Kanagulk to 
arrive at 07 35, was turned, and departed at 07 45 to 
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years, and then was done as part of the building of a 
swimming pool. The move of the trucking yards took 
about 60 years. 


Irrigation in the western Goulburn Valley started in 
1885, allowing farmers to raise cattle and sheep as well 
as to grow wheat and other grains. The opening of the 
Tatura to Echuca line in 1887 allowed commercial 
dairying to start. The Fresh Food and Frozen Storage 
Co Pty Ltd established creameries at Murchison, 
Tatura, Baldwinsville (Byrneside), and Taripta— about 
three kilometres north of Kyabram — where milk was 
purchased, and whence cream was sent to Melbourne, 
by rail, for manufacture into butter. Tongala requested 
more platform accommodation to handle the increas- 
ed production coming from the farms. Tenders for the 
extension of the platform were called on 10 December 
1889. Kyabram’s request for a ‘cool dairy chamber’ was 
answered on 3 December 1889, when tenders were let 
for the construction of cold storage sheds at Murchi- 
son, Tallygaroopna, Numurkah, Tatura and Kyabram. 
Parker and Vickers got the contracts for prices ranging 
from £371 19s 10d to £373 19s 10d. 


References: 

Riverine Herald, 7.10.1889, 3.12.1889, 10.12.1889. 
Kyela, Volume 1, No.3, 1969. ‘A History of Dairying in 
the Western Goulburn Valley.’ Bossence, Judd, Lyle, 
Motton & Slattery. Kyabram Historical Society. 
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arrive at Balmoral at 08 05 in time to make up the 08 30 
mixed. 


By 1938, the northern run had been reduced to car 
goods Mondays, and so the Kanagulk light engine had 
to run on Thursdays and Saturdays. By 1948, the Hor- 
sham car goods still ran on Mondays, but the Hamilton 
mixed was reduced to Wednesdays and Fridays and so 
the Kanagulk light engine ran on Fridays only. 


Weekly Notice 29 of 1949, issued on 19.7.1949, shows 
that the 53 foot turntable at Kanagulk was removed and 
a 53 foot turntable was erected at Balmoral, although 
they were not necessarily the same piece of equipment. 
Not long after this, the service was again reduced, to 
Mondays north and Wednesdays south, which again 
didn’t need a turntable at all. The Horsham service was 
reduced to goods on 27.8.1951, and the Hamilton 
mixed was similarly treated on 10.3.1955. 


This was the service on the line when the ARHS ran 
its 280 hp railcar excursion on Sunday 23 February 
1957. It left Hamilton in the morning and ran through 
Balmoral and East Natimuk under guard-in-charge 
conditions. During the previous week the local paper 
had run a feature story on the trip and this prompted 
the station master at Hamilton to make an urgent 
telephone call to Melbourne. Was the special indeed 
running, because he needed to know whether to send 
the previous Wednesday’s goods on the staff or on a 
ticket? 


NEWSRAIL 


X51, X52 and G539 in Echuca yard. Wed.7.2.90. 


T399 waits on a down Deniliquin goods at Barnes while V/Line personnel work on the solar powered radio mast. 
Wed.7.2.90. (Both photos L Sutton) 
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Bairnsdale 1935 


(By Way of a Contrast) 


Grant Payne (January 1990 Newsrail, p.18) reminded 
me of a very pleasant trip to Bairnsdale in 1939, that is, 
over 50 years ago. I was 18 that year and I was still find- 
ing out what Victoria and its railway were like. [hada 
working timetable or two, a rule book and a general 
appendix, but I had yet to see a lot of these features on 
the ground. J didn’t know any railwayman well enough 
to ask too many questions, and many railway items 
which I later took for granted had to be discovered, 
there being many interesting surprises. 

Except for a few rail motors, all country trains were 
hauled by steam engines, but what sort of rail motor 
ran the Maffra service? Three position signals went 
only as far as Carnegie; were they all upper quadrant 
semaphores? The working timetable showed that it 
was double line to Dandenong, but it did not mention 
the enclave of three position signals at Dandenong 
itself. There were automatic staff exchangers at sta- 
tions Narre Warren to Drouin inclusive, so obviously 
Dandenong to Warragul had miniature electric staffs 
and instruments (had had them since 1935 I later disco- 
vered). I had yet to find out that the remainder of the 
electric staff sections (both via Sale and via Maffra) had 
large staffs and instruments. Sale was, according to 
maps, a dead end station; how did trains reverse there? 
These were some of the things that I wanted to know 
50 years ago. 

My journey to and from Bairnsdale was made using 
my £5/10/0 All Lines Ticket (14 days, second class) on 
which I clocked up a record of 4200 miles, which, I 
hasten to add, has been soundly beaten many times 
since, including by myself. It was part of my Journey of 
Discovery. Friday 17 March 1939 followed a Monday 
and Tuesday on the South East (written up in Newsrail 
for February 1984), Tuesday and Wednesday spent 
travelling to and from Mildura (Newsrail, November 
1978) and Thursday travelling to Maryborough, 
Gheringhap and Ararat (Newsrail, November 1978). 

The working timetable current on 17 March 1939 was 
a pink insert of 24 pages referred to as WITT 24/38, 
commencing 26 September 1938. I travelled on train 21, 
the 09 00 ex-Flinders Street, which ran express to War- 
ragul and then stopped at most stations, including Loy 
Yang, Flynn, Kilmany, Fulham, Munro, Fernbank and 
Lindenow. The train had four cars, a van and engine 
A2 891 and we left on time. 

At that time, the 06 35 up Warragul passenger termi- 
nated at Dandenong and connected with an electric 
train. It waited until after the morning peak and then 
made its way to the City as empty cars. On this Friday I 
saw it at Richmond behind engine A2 904. There was a 
down suburban goods at Caulfield with engines 1109 
and 1106. After passing Oakleigh non-stop (09 23) I 
noted D3 693 on an up passenger special which I later 
found to be aschool special, Yallourn to Royal Park. It 
was mentioned in circular S796/39, but where I saw the 
circular I can’t recall. 

At Dandenong (09 39) the fireman picked up the 
miniature electric staff in an auto hoop from the signal- 
man standing in the pit beside the signal box. Also at 
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Dandenong were D1 551 running light and A2 936 ona 
down goods. By Narre Warren (09 56) we were six 
minutes late and here we overtook No.13 roadside 
goods in the loop with engine Al 827. I noticed the 
curious arrangement with the interlocked gates and the 
down and up brackets protecting them, but only a 
single up home for the plunger locked loop points. At 
Pakenham (10 03) we were checked at the home signal 
and drew slowly up to the platform for a hand 
exchange. There was another passenger special in the 
loop; it had engine Al 883 and IJ had to wait until the 
Sale stop to find that it was another Royal Park school 
special mentioned in circular $794/39, this time origi- - 
nating at Sale. At Nar Nar Goon (10 11), engine N137 
was in the loop on No.9 roadside goods. It was one of 
two down roadside goods trains at that time. No.9 left 
Spencer Street at 02 20 and ran to Pakenham, where it 
started shunting at all stations to Warragul. No.13 left 
Spencer Street at 06 00 and shunted at all stations Dan- 
denong to Pakenham and then ran through to War- 
ragul. There may have been a similar arrangement on 
the up with trains 16 and 20. 

While refreshments were being purchased and con- 
sumed at Warragul (10 42 to 10 55), I noted No.12, the 
08 40 up Sale passenger, arriving at the up platform 
with engine A2 934 at 10 44. There was another A2 ona 
two car passenger set in the loop; this was No.17, the 
08 20 down Warragul (stopping all stations), which 
would form No.14, the up stopping all stations train, 
and follow No.12 express from here. 

It was only at Warragul that I noted that the engine 
on my train was A2 891. It was often difficult to see eng- 
ine numbers, particularly on A2s and Ds, as they had 
numbers only on the front buffer beam and on the 
back of the tender. Some engines still had no headlight 
and so they had no illuminated numbers either. After 
leaving Warragul 10 minutes late, the fireman picked 
up the Darnum large electric staff from the signalman 
at B Box and we passed to the SOUTH of the loco 
depot, where I saw engines Al 807 and N110 in the 
roundhouse. There were two engines on an up bri- 
quette train in the loop at Darnum (11 04); it was prob- 
ably No.16 ex-Yallourn running about an hour late. I 
was to discover later the interesting pattern of up bri- 
quette trains. For instance, the working timetable 
showed how a light engine (No.90) would leave Moe at 
07 15, engine first as it could be turned on the Yallourn 
triangle. After arriving at 07 45 it would take over a train 
already made up (No.16) and leave Yallourn at 08 00. 
Around 09 20 a light engine (No.17) would leave War- 
ragul tender first for Yarragon, arriving there at 09 40. 
While the briquette train was waiting at Yarragon from 
09 44 to 09 50 the light engine would be attached in 
front. The two engines would then take the train 
through to Drouin, where the times were shown as 
13 42 to 13 47. Here the engines would be uncoupled 
from the train, the engine which had come from Yal- 
lourn would set back into the loop and the engine 
which had come to Yarragon from Warragul would 
take the train on alone. In this way the assisting engine 
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became the train engine and the Yallourn engine ran 
back tender first to Warragul as No.1] light engine or 
attached to No.9 goods. 

At Moe, still 10 minutes late at 11 31, we passed NI111 
shunting an up goods. There was a G in the shed, as 
was D1 523, which was maybe the Thorpdale engine. 
NI111 was often called NELL as it was easy to chalk in 
the five horizontal strokes needed to make the E and 
the two Ls. It was also referred to as ‘Lord Nelson’, who 
was the subject of a risque joke of the time. 

At Traralgon (12 04 to 12 07) I noted C13 in the loco 
depot, and the rail motor for the Maffra line was 55RM. 
Sale was then an interesting place. We arrived at 12 59, 
and in preference to a meal in the refreshment room 
(or was it that I couldn’t afford one?) I spent some time 
in the signal box, where the signalman showed me the 
47 interlocked levers and the gates across Reeve Street. 
I also saw his copy of S794/39, which had the times of 
the special I had seen at Pakenham. The CE van was 
detached by D3 657, which was to be the fresh engine 
to Bairnsdale, the CE was pushed to the dead end and it 
was allowed to gravitate onto the (new) rear of the 
train. The old train engine I think detached two cars 
from the (old) rear of the train, and the load was 
reduced to two E cars and a CE van. 

From Sale the D3 romped across the flats with the 
light load and slowed to change the staffs at that fasci- 
nating place Stratford Junction and slowed down even 
more to cross the long bridge over the Avon River. (No 
town of Stratford anywhere is complete without an 
Avon River.) Fernbank and Lindenow were then 
electric staff stations, and the fireman handed down 
the last staff at Bairnsdale at 14 35, still only 10 minutes 
late. Here, I wrote down, was D1 529 with two West- 
inghouse pumps, and in No.2 road was D2 731 with 
No.50 goods, which had come in from Orbost in the 
previous hour. The cars of the Melbourne train were 
pushed by the train engine into the up end Annett 
locked siding, where I assumed they were re-mar- 
shalled. I walked down to the main street (was it the 
highway then?) to buy food and returned to find my 
train, No.30, re-assembled on the platform road with 
the same engine, D3 657, ready to go, on time at 15 00. 
Along here somewhere, ‘Miss Laird’, whoever she was, 
wrote her name in my notebook. D2 731 was still in 
No.2 road and ready to leave with No.50 goods to Mel- 
bourne via Maffra, to avoid having to reverse at Sale, 
after No.30 had cleared Lindenow. 

The reversing procedure at Sale (16 13 to 16 26) was 
much the same as on the down journey. Engine A2 891 
was to take the train back to the City, and the consist 
was engine, ABE, BE, AE, BE and CE. There was a 
bridge renewal job in progress just before Traralgon 
(17 18 to 17 23) and departure was four minutes late. 


The shed here now had D2 781, Al 814, D4 284, D3 656, 
D3 660 and C13. D1 523 and NII1 were still at Moe 
(17 57 to 18 00); the Garratt may have been hidden 
behind them. From here on there was a series of van 
goods delays, Trafalgar (18 08 to 18 11), Yarragon (18 17 
to 18 24), where N137 was on No.41 goods, and Darnum 
(18 30 to 18 33). The delays all seemed to be for loading 
mushrooms. In the Warragul roundhouse were N110, 
N136, A2 912 and A2 936. Warragul (18 46 to 19 22) was a 
stop for refreshments and also for engine require- 
ments. 

No.41 passenger (16 30 ex-Flinders Street) had ar- 
rived and the engine, A2 912, had already been seen at 
the depot, where it was being prepared to run No.32 
passenger, which would follow my No.30 express from 
here. During the stop I think I must have made a dash 
to B Box, as I was able to find out that the engines I had 
seen on No.16 that morning had been N139 and N135. 
No.30 express should have left at 18 55 and 32 pas- 
senger at 19 07, both being followed by No.34 goods at 
19 20. As No.30 was 22 minutes late, Control had sent 
No.34 goods out from Warragul early, perhaps even 
before No.30 had arrived. The goods had to climb the 
bank to Drouin (the present down line) and it may have 
cleared Drouin at 19 15. Then the B Box signalman had 
to walk from the down end of the station to the engine 
of No.30 with the staff on an auto hoop. When No.30 
cleared Drouin, No.32 passenger could leave Warragul 
and the signalman would have had another long walk. 

At Drouin (19 25) we overtook the goods, which had 
engine Al 853. It didn’t seem to have had an assisting 
engine, so No.57 light engine was probably not run- 
ning. We were checked at the home signal at Long- 
warry and so we slowed into the station (19 33) where 
one of the down school specials was seen in the cross- 
ing loop. By Tynong (19 45) my train was 25 minutes 
late and we crossed an A2 on train 51, the 18 15 down 
Sale (express to Warragul), which we should have 
crossed at Nar Nar Goon. The train in the loop at 
Officer was No.53, the second half of No.51. No.53 
started from Dandenong and ran therefrom as a mixed. 
It had engine No.896. At Narre Warren (20 09) there 
was a goods, probably No.20, in the loop with an A2. 

From Dandenong, we ran through to the City 
among the suburban seven car electrics and arrived at 
Flinders Street No.1 platform at 20 56, which was 26 
minutes late. Some of this was caused by mushrooms. 

Grant Payne might like to consider the differences 
between his Bairnsdale line and mine over 50 years. I 
wonder whether he would have survived for 14 days on 
a diet of mainly pies and coffee. There is no need for 
him to wait for the next exciting instalment of this grip- 
ping serial, ‘To Serviceton in 1939’, as it has already 
appeared in Newsrail for July, 1974. 


In a scene now also from the past as A and N class locos work to Bairnsdale, T383-T400 leave Rosedale on the up 
Gippslander on Sat.2.9.89. (John Dare) 


Lack of Food for Thought 


V/Line can be justifiably proud of its efforts to upgrade 
country passenger train services, with one main excep- 
tion. Since 1983 new and refurbished airconditioned 
steel carriages have displaced aged non-airconditioned 
wooden rollingstock, providing greater safety and com- 
fort. Despite high usage and an increasing litterbug 
mentality of some patrons, the carriages generally look 
spic and span inside and out. Fewer station stops and 
the use of modern powerful diesel electric locomotives 
enable fast services to be provided. Considerable effort 
is made and considerable research carried out by 
V/Line to ensure that the timetables suit the public’s 
needs. Whilst there may be an occasional ‘bad egg in 
a carton’, station and on-train staff are generally 
courteous and helpful. However, all these fine achieve- 
ments tend to be overshadowed by the repeated nag- 
ging question, ‘Why can’t on-train catering get its act 
together?’ 

After almost nine years since VicRail became 
V/Line, passengers continue to go hungry because of 
inadequate supplies of food being provided on trains 
departing Melbourne. It is common for the snack bar 
cars to run out of food on forward trips, leaving only 
drinks and packets of chips/biscuits for the return 
journeys. 

It doesn’t take a bank of computers to tell you that 
passengers joining trains, many of which are scheduled 
to depart around evening meal time, are likely to be 
seeking something substantial to eat. Likewise, people 
starting journeys from country stations early in the 
morning are prone to become peckish before reaching 
Melbourne. If all of the food was devoured on the pre- 
vious evening’s down trip, they will go hungry until 
arriving at Spencer Street around midday. Those 
boarding trains from country areas late on Sunday 
afternoon suffer a similar fate. For example, because of 
all the food having been eaten on the lightly patronised 
down trip, people getting on the 17 00 up Swan Hill pas- 
senger train can be greeted with the sign in the BRN 
saying, ‘SORRY — No food except chips and drinks’. 


One veteran experienced tour organiser who gave 
much thought to food deficiences on trains recently 
successfully made alternative arrangements which 
ensured that his group setting out on a ‘Back To’ 
weekend at Kerang did not have the pleasant occasion 
marred by a lack of food. He pre-ordered sumptuous 
turkey, ham and salad with a buttered roll, cheese and 
biscuits and a fruit drink in hamper meals which were 
cheerfully delivered to the carriage by the Tracks Cafe 
before departure from Spencer Street of the 17 45 down 
Swan Hill Northerner on Friday 23 February. Despite 
the group not needing to patronise the BRN’s snack 
bar, it still ran out of food by the time Bendigo was 
reached. The lone, apologetic attendant gratefully 
accepted the tour organiser’s donation of three spare 
hampers to succour hungry passengers. Similar pre- 
cautions ensured that the group enjoyed belly bursting 
hot casseroles made by the good ladies of the local 
football club before setting foot in the carriage for the 
return trip on the Sunday afternoon. Alas, the Swan 
Hill line is not alone in having the problem of on-train 
food shortages! 
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POT 


Pertinent questions posed by the average member of 
the public as to why there are periodic ‘famines’ on 
V/Line intercity trains in 1990 could be expected to 
include the following: 


Q. Is the capacity of the central food preparation 
centre in Melbourne adequate to meet peak 
demands for on-train food requirements? (A. Yes.) 

Q. Is the capacity of on-train refrigeration equipment 
adequate to cater for most return trips? (A. Yes.) 

Q. Is there supplementary refrigeration equipment at 
country terminal stations for food to replenish on- 
train supplies, if necessary, for return trips? (A. No, 
because on-train refrigeration equipment should 
also be able to cater for return trips.) 

Q. With previous answers indicating that snack bar 
cars are adequately equipped to cater for 
passengers’ demands, why, despite numerous 
instances of ‘SORRY — NO FOOD’ occurring, does 
this problem continue to undermine V/Line’s 
otherwise good image? (A. Despite our telling them 
about it, management does not provide sufficient 
food to stock country train snack bars.) 


The above answers were obtained from snack bar car 
staff on various country trains. Such staff, the V/Line 
people out in the field, the majority of whom are dedi- 
cated to providing good refreshment services to match 
the comfort, safety, speed and convenience of V/Line’s 
intercity train image, frequently and patiently endure 
on-train criticism of lack of food (which is not their 
fault) from a public whom they have been trained to 
satisfy and whom they would dearly like to satisfy. 


POSTSCRIPT 


V/Line is equipped for the computer age, so well in fact 
that ‘Train Full’ notices regularly appear on a per- 
manent fixture at the Spencer Street station country 
booking office well in advance of departure times. 
Generally, the same intercity trains are heavily or fully 
booked nearly every week. The regular (non computer 
equipped) travelling public have come to know which 
trains are likely to be heavily patronised. 


‘SIXTY FOUR DOLLAR’ QUESTION If everybody 
else seems to know there will be a heavy demand for 
food on certain trains, why doesn’t the appropriate 
management ensure that adequate food is supplied for 
on-train consumption? (After all, if it isn’t all sold it will 
retain its frozen wholesomeness to satisfy appetites 
days later.) 


A62 on the down Northerner at Sunshine on Thurs.8.3.90. 
(Bryce Leydon) 
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X46 on the up Northerner at Kyneton 
on Fri.30.3.90. 


Y173 repainted for use at APM Maryvale seen at Bendigo Loco on Sat.24.3.90. (Both photos John Green) 
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Rails in the Far East 


No, this is not an article about the railway systems of 
China and Japan, but rather a continuation of my 
occasional series on railway remains in Victoria, con- 
centrating this time on the railways of East Gippsland. 


In the days when Sale provided rather awkward 
arrangements for working through trains, when trains 
were not required to stop at Sale, Rosedale or any of 
the other stations on the Traralgon to Stratford via Sale 
line, they were often routed via the Traralgon to Strat- 
ford via Maffra line to save the loco from having to run 
around its train. Apart from acting as an alternative 
main line, the line via Maffra also had its own stations 
for freight and passengers, and even boasted its own 
branch line from Maffra to Briagolong until 1952. 


The beginning of the end for the line via Maffra 
came in 1977 when the Traralgon - Maffra passenger 
service ceased running. An interesting description of a 
railmotor ride to Maffra by Edmund Carew was 
published in the July 1977 Newsrail on p.145. With the 
opening of ‘new’ Sale in 1983, the general deterioration 
of the line and the lack of business offered at Glengarry 
and Toongabbie, the Traralgon - Cowwarr section offi- 
cially closed on 8 December 1986, (although I doubt 
the section saw much traffic after the opening of ‘new’ 
Sale), and the Cowwarr - Maffra section, including 
Heyfield station, closed soon after. All that now 
remains of the line via Maffra is a 10 kilometre section 
from Maffra to Stratford, treated for operational pur- 
poses as a siding from Stratford Junction. 

The line was inspected on Sunday 25 March 1990. At 
Glengarry the station building and various other buil- 
dings remain on the passenger platform. The buildings 
were/are used by a local art group. At Toongabbie, cut 
back passenger and goods platforms remain without 
buildings. At Cowwarr, the platform remains, devoid 
of buildings. Silos remain, along with a departmental 
residence. At Dawson, the platform earthworks 
remain, without buildings. There are indications that a 
siding may have been located here recently, although 
according to my records, Dawson closed between 1954 
and 1960. At Heyfield, the entire station grounds have 
been levelled recently, and thus there are no station 
buildings or platforms apart from a fertiliser shed. 
Tinamba presents a similar picture to Toongabbie. 

Maffra is still open for business, and all facilities 
appear intact including the station building and plat- 
form and goods shed. Extensive trackwork and sidings 
to serve local businesses remain. Rail tractor 49RT was 
in the yard, but no other rollingstock was sighted. All 
indications were that Maffra does not see much use. 


The track has been dismantled between Traralgon 
and Maffra, with the exception of a short section near 
Traralgon and at sealed level crossings. As is common 
on closed lines, fences have been placed across the for- 
mation at various points. The spans of rail over road 
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bridges near Maffra and Heyfield have been removed. 
Moving on to the area where rail is still supreme (or at 
least surviving), Stratford is still open for passenger 
business, and consists of a station building, cranes and 
a shed on the goods platform. At Munro, the only 
remains are the platform earthworks. At Fernbank, the 
platform remains and a radio aerial exists. The siding 
remains, and 3 x VOFX were in the siding. The 
buildings have been removed to an adjacent property. 
At Lindenow, platforms remain, but no buildings or 
sidings. Hillside retains a nameboard on a cut back 
platform, but no buildings. A siding for a local roads 
depot contained a VIBY. Bairnsdale is still open for 
business and was not inspected. 

Beyond Bairnsdale, the railway ran through hilly 
forest country to terminate just west of the timber town 
of Orbost. (The railway did not cross the Snowy River 
and therefore did not enter the town proper.) As a 
result of the recommendations of various railway ratio 
nalisation reviews, the line closed in 1987 (presumably 
because of heavy maintenance costs) despite carrying a 
reasonable amount of traffic, and there is no doubt that 
the line still has the potential to carry timber traffic 
should it ever be reopened. 

An inspection on 25 March revealed the following. 
At Nicholson only the platform earthworks remain. At 
Bumberrah, the platform earthworks remain, and 
sleepers indicate the location of the siding. A stock race 
and earthworks topped with concrete opposite the plat- 
form but inside a property’s fence line seem to indicate 
that these were railway installations at one time and 
that the fence has been moved. At Mossiface only 
earthworks and a clearing near the 188 milepost indi- 
cate the location of this station. At Bruthen, the plat- 
form and stock race remain, but the only building left 
appears to be the toilet block. There was no obvious 
evidence of Colquhoun at the Lakes Road crossing. At 
Nowa Nowa there are no buildings, but two loading 
ramps remain. All sidings in the yard appear intact. 
Tostaree was not located at the Jonson’s Road cross- 
ing. At Waygara, there are platform earthworks 
without buildings and a siding to serve an adjacent 
timber mill. At Orbost, the goods shed remains, along 
with a fertiliser shed. The track in the yard has been 
partially removed. 

Unlike on other closed lines, with the exception 
of Orbost yard and in the Colquhoun State Forest 
(Newsrail August 1988, p.253), it appears that all rails 
are intact, and to quote from Grant Payne (Newsrail 
January 1990, p.20) there appears to be no reason why a 
train could not take a spin down to Nowa Nowa and 
back. However, all level crossing installations have 
been removed so flagmen would be required. 

This report has been based on observation and my 
own limited reference sources, and I would welcome 
any corrections made by readers. 


APM’s loco fleet at Maryvale mill on Fri.25.8.89. Y173 has now replaced T342. 
Opposite: S306-S310 at Spencer Street on the 17 20 down Traralgon pass. on Sat.13.1.90. 


Y173 leaves the APM mill at Maryvale for the exchange sidings on Sat.2.9.89. (All photos John Dare) 
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BLUE B CLASS 


6 an up Pioneer quar 
jacana on Tues.6.2.90. 
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B75 departs Seymour for Echuca with the ‘Heritage’ train consist on Sat.7.6.89. (Terry Dexter) 


B75 pauses at Macedon with the 07 45 down Kyneton pass. on Sat.11.11.89. (John Dare) 
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B65 ambles through Ascot Vale with the 18 30 down Seymour on Wed.10.1.90. (John Green) 


X48-B65 on 1353 goods from Corio to Dimboola at Jackson’s Loop on Wed.1.11.89. (Bryce Leydon) 
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W250-GY-GY-ZLP-J516-HD-VHNA-T341 approach Yarra Glen on Sat.21.4.90. (Damien Foun) 


91RM departs Daylesford for Musk on Sun.15.4.90. (John Green) 
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Preservation 


ALEXANDRA TIMBER TRAMWAY 
AND MUSEUM 


Easter 1990 saw the culmination of a project which has 
occupied the museum’s small workforce for the past 
year. This involved the erection ofa skillion roof exten- 
sion to the goods shed and the laying of the longest 
section of new track at the museum since the ‘big 
curve’ was completed in late 1986, enabling the last two 
of the museum’s locomotives presently in the open to 
be stored under shelter. 

Regauging of the old broad gauge No.3 road was 
completed late on the evening of Sun.15.4, and before 
ballasting was commenced John Fowler 11885 of 1909 
gingerly shunted the Rubicon tramway’s Kelly & Lewis 
0-6-0DM down the 1 in 25 gradient into the new 
shelter. Early next morning, while the Fowler was 
being fired up, the track was ballasted using the Mal- 
colm Moore 4 wheel petrol mechanical loco and three 
ex-SEC side tipping skips. The connection between the 
tender and locomotive of Hudswell Clarke 1098 of 1915 
had been broken some days previously in order to take 
the tender out on to the main line to check clearances. 
The tender was then also shunted into the shelter. The 
arrival of a bus load of tourists put a temporary stop to 
the shifting of the locomotive itself until a lull around 
lunchtime. Museum workers held their breath while 


the Fowler crawled up behind the Hudswell Clarke on 
20 Ib rail which had not seen a locomotive movement 
for many years. Several new sleepers had been put in 
for the occasion, but the light track still groaned and 
sank under the combined weight of the two locomo- 
tives. With connecting rods and part of the valve gear 
removed to prevent damage to the cylinders, the Huds- 
well Clarke was carefully drawn out to the security of 
the main line. The Fowler ran around the loop and the 
Hudswell Clarke was soon reunited with its tender 
under the shelter. 

A survey is now being undertaken on the condition 
of the Hudswell Clarke so that planning can be com- 
menced for its return to service. The first stage will be 
to strip the boiler for an official examination. When the 
locomotive was taken out of service as too heavy for 
the 30 lb rail then comprising most of the track at 
Alexandra, it had a current certificate for 150 psi, and it 
is hoped that this will be renewed. The museum would 
greatly appreciate the return of the turbo-generator 
stolen from the locomotive several years ago so that 
the locomotive can be fully restored. 

To top the Easter period off, the three running days 
were financially rewarding, adding to the satisfaction of 
seeing two important exhibits stored safely under 
cover at last. 


The Fowler simmers while preparations are made to join the Hudswell Clarke to its tender. 


The Fowler shunts the Hudswell Clarke’s tender into the loco shelter. (Both photos Peter Evans) 


General News 


Upfield line: Site work on the Upfield light rail project 
has been postponed until the independent panel 
announced earlier has completed its findings. The 
three member panel comprises Mr Neil Wilkinson of 
the planning division of the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal, Dr Tony Richardson of the Transport and 
Resource Engineering Department of the RMIT and 
architect Dimity Reed. The panel is to ensure that 
every effort is made to enable concerned residents and 
groups to make submissions in relation to the impact 
of the government’s plans. The government hopes to 
make a decision by June. 


Broadmeadows station: The Transport Minister at the 
time, Mr Kennan officially opened the new Broad- 
meadows station on Fri.16.3. The station buildings 
cost about $1.2 million and replace outdated facilities 
with which Broadmeadows commuters have had to 
cope for years. The station has state-of-the-art security 
facilities and modern amenities, such as air-condition- 
ing, interstate booking lobby and a modern ticket 
office. Car parking facilities have been greatly improve- 
d and a bus interchange installed. A pedestrian over- 
pass provides easy access from the nearby shopping 
development. Surveillance cameras have been 
installed on the platforms and in the car park for added 
security. Cameras are also being installed in the train 
stabling area to give complete security throughout the 
Broadmeadows station area. 


Ballarat service improvements: V/Line introduced an 
improved service between Melbourne and Ballarat as 
from Mon.19.3. The first improvement was the 
provision of an early morning bus departing Ballarat 
at 06 00 and arriving in Melbourne at 07 45. The 


Operations 


GENERAL 


Freight train working: This is the fourth in our series 
on authorised freight train working according to the 
Master Train Plan. 


9228 (Tues. and Thurs. only) General loading to 
Melbourne yard, clear Ouyen freightgate 
loading. Shunt Ouyen, Donald, St Arnaud, 
Maryborough and Ballarat. Clear freightgate 
loading. 


9238 (Mon. only). Conveys loaded oil tankers Corio - 
Tottenham Yard for Swan Hill, connects with 
9043. 


9240 (Mon. Thurs. only) Conveys loaded briquette 
wagons — block briquette train. (Thurs. conveys 
loading for Colac, Boorcan, Snuggery, Mon. 
conveys loading for South Geelong, 
Warrnambool, Dennington, Ararat, Stawell, 
Warracknabeal, Ballarat, Red Cliffs, Hamilton, 
Mt Gambier and Murray Bridge). 


9243 Conveys empty cement wagons for Fyansford 
and Waurn Ponds ex Tottenham. Conveys 
VBBY vans when authorised by Short Term 
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return service departs Spencer Street at 17 10 and 
arrives in Ballarat at 18 55. These changes are to be fol- 
lowed in June by a re-arrangement of V/Line services 
between Ballarat and Melbourne which will give a bet- 
ter spread of rail services. 


Wool back on the rails: Aggressive marketing by the 
freightgate team in the Portland area has resulted in 
V/Line’s normal road service for conveying wool bales 
to Melbourne for export being unable to meet 
demand. Three semi-trailers, which can handle 300 
bales a day, cannot handle the volume of post-sale 
wool being exported to the Northern hemisphere. The 
result is that wool is now being conveyed by rail, the 
mode of transport likely to be employed for some 
months. 


NATRES introduction in 1991: To better meet the 
needs of rail travellers Australia wide, a national res- 
ervation and ticketing system (NATRES) is being 
developed by all state railways in conjunction with 
specialists from private enterprise. The common book- 
ing and ticketing system in all states will assist passen- 
gers and the nation’s major travel agents. It will be 
introduced next year. 


$2.7 million for scrap: Since 1986, V/Line has scrapped 
nearly 5600 four-wheel wagons, most of which were 
sold by tender to scrap dealers. This project has contri- 
buted over $2.7 million towards V/Line’s capital works 
program. In the early 1970s there were 22 000 four 
wheeled freight wagons in Victoria. They have now 
been replaced with modern eight wheel bogie wagons 
which have more than twice the capacity of the smaller 
wagons and cost much less to operate and maintain. 


Planning. Marshalled ETM, Waurn Ponds, 
Fyansford, loco. 


9244 (Mon. exc.) Block cement Fyansford to Arden 
Street. 


9249 (Mon.-Fri.) General loading ex Tottenham to 
Geelong. 


9258 Conveys loaded VFGFs — block grain train. 


9260 Conveys empty oil tankers (VTQX and VTQY 
only) Shepparton - Corio, clears Seymour 
corporation oil tanker. 


9268 (Mon.Wed.Fri. only) Conveys empty cement 
wagons ex Somerton to Waurn Ponds. 


9272 Conveys loaded cement wagons Fyansford to 
Arden Street and various locations. Detaches 
cement wagons at Tottenham. 


9290 (Mon. Wed. Fri. only) Conveys empty cement 
wagons only Lyndhurst to Waurn Ponds. 


9300 Conveys general North east line loading. First 
shunt Euroa, detaches Wahgunyah loading at 
Benalla. 
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9304 Conveys general loading Wodonga to 
Melbourne detaching at Tottenham, shunting 
Wangaratta and Benalla. 


9311 Empty block quarry — VHRX. 
9312 Block quarry — VHRX. 
9313 Empty block quarry — VHRX. 


9314 Block quarry — VHRX. 

9317 Empty block quarry — VHQY. 

9318 Block quarry — VHQY. 

9327 Conveys freightgate loading and general loading 
for Benalla, Wahgunyah, Wangaratta and 
Wodonga. Clears Tottenham (marshalled ETM, 
Wodonga, Wangaratta, Benalla, Wahgunyah, 
detach Wahgunyah and Benalla at Benalla). 

9332 Wed. only ex Tocumwal, other days ex Shep- 

parton. Marshalled from rear — container 

wagons in order — Patricks, TOT, D Berth, 

Swanson Dock, Conrail Park, Webb Dock, 

Melbourne freight terminal. SA and WA, 

Gippsland loading, Geelong loading, Loop 

loading to be detached at Tottenham. Clear 

Seymour of any corporation loading. 

Conveys slab steel wagons Albury to Long 

Island. 

Block quarry — VHQY. 

Empty block quarry — VHQY. 

Conveys empty steel wagons ex Long Island (ex 

Melbourne yard Monday only, other days direct 

from Long Island. 

9346 Block quarry — VHQY. 

9348 Conveys bulk cement (Mon. Wed. and Fri.) ex 

Waurn Ponds to Somerton. 

Conveys loaded oil tankers (VTQX and VITQV/ 

F only). Corio - Wodonga. 

Master Train Plan changes: A new timetable was 

scheduled to operate from Sun.3.6. Two of the changes 

involve interstate passenger services, while another 
change does away with the day return to Swan Hill on 

Sunday. The down Jntercapital Daylight is scheduled to 

leave Spencer Street at 07 35 with a Sydney arrival of 

20 00, a much more civilised time than the previous 

20 51. The Overland will depart Adelaide at 18 30 and 


9334 


9342 
9343 
9345 


9350 


arrive at Spencer Street at 07 45. A connection will still 
be made at Sunshine with the down Daylight. On the 
Swan Hill line, 8081, the 09 35 Northerner to Swan Hill 
on Sunday will now terminate at Bendigo and form 
8084, the 17 00 up pass. 8088, the 17 00 pass. from Swan 
Hill, will utilise the set which up until now sat idle at 
Swan Hill from Saturday night till Monday morning. 
To compensate, a train will run from Melbourne to 
Swan Hill on Sunday evening, giving Swan Hill patrons 
the chance of a weekend in the city. 


SOUTH WEST 


Warrnambool news: B class locos worked to Warrnam- 
bool on several occasions during April. Tues.3.4, B64 
ran 2497/2496 goods, Mon.16.4, B61-A77 ran 
8221/8256 passenger train and on Wed.18.4, B80-T376 
ran 2497/2496 goods. For the first time in several years 
aT class loco ran a passenger train to Warrnambool — 
on Sat.21.4, T408-N458 arrived on 8221 pass. The lead- 
ing cab of the N was defective because of an aircon- 
ditioning fault. On the up the N was able to lead. 
On Sat.7.4 the centenary of the line to Warrnambool 
was celebrated with the visit of R761 hauling a nine car 
train. The opening of the newly installed turntable 
took place shortly after arrival with R761 being turned 
for the run back to Melbourne. A few anxious 
moments occurred when the turntable refused to 
budge, possibly because of the foundations settling. A 
tractor had to be used to help pull the turntable around. 


Geelong area: On Sat.14.4, X42 ran 8229 down Gee- 
long pass. while on Wed.18.4, 8241, the 14 40 down 
South Geelong pass. had N471-S317-N2-D321 and 
8263, the 17 41 down South Geelong pass., had X41 
leading the E set. Noted in North Geelong Yard at 
15 38 were X53-T408 derailed. Apparently while shunt- 
ing, a rail broke underneath the locos, derailing both. 
By 16 30 the leading bogie of X53 had been re-railed. 
The trailing bogie was back on the rails by approx. 
17 00. A mobile crane was required to re-rail T408, 
which was noted back on the rails by 20 30. On 
Tues.24.4, G513-G540-20xVHGF were noted on an up 
block grain at North Geelong C box whilst the unusual 
combination of $313-G???-G???-G??? was noted at the 
same place with a down block grain. 


D3 639 at Warrnambool for a movie production on Sun.10.12.89. (Grant Payne) 
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WEST 


Mildura service: The ongoing saga of the Mildura rail 
and bus service has many people confused. The latest 
proposal is to scrap the Sunraysia from Mon.4.6 and 
alter the night service. Under the new proposal trains 
would leave Mildura on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday nights. Buses would leave Mildura on the 
alternate nights of Tuesday and Thursday. Trains 
would leave Melbourne for Mildura on Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday nights with buses being 
used on Monday and Wednesday nights. 

The daylight bus service would continue to operate 
seven days a week with the buses connecting with 
trains at Bendigo, cutting an hour from the journey. 
This service is to be known as Sun Link and will utilise 
the 08 35 pass. to Bendigo Mon. to Sat. and the 09 35 
pass. on a Sunday with buses departing Bendigo at 10 
35 Mon. to Fri., 10 38 Sat. and 12 00 Sun. Hopes were 
held that V/ Line may have routed the buses through 
Ballarat but they will use the existing route through 
Bendigo. Tenders, with a closing date of Wed.16.5 
have been called for the provision of a bus service be- 
tween Mildura and Melbourne via Maryborough for a 
period of one year with the possibility of a one year 
extension. It is assumed that this will operate on the 
days when there is no scheduled train service. 

A return trip to Mildura on Sun.22.4 - Mon.23.4 
proved interesting. The trip started on the down Vine- 
lander with X44-A73-SJ282- SJ283-Z5 1-D333-VMAP9- 
VMAPS8. X44 was detached at Ballarat where 9118, the 
15 30 express goods from Mildura was crossed. It was 
powered by X34-X52. On Mon.23.4 Y109 was yard 
pilot at Mildura and the up Sunraysia departed at 09 43, 
13 minutes late with A73-Z51-VMAP8. At Birchip 
G541-T375 were crossed on a down ballast and the 
down Sunraysia with A70-Z52-D327-VMAP was 
crossed at Donald at 13 30. At Dunolly, triple Ts haul- 
ing SRA flour wagons (can a reader shed any light on 
this?) on an up train were overtaken. G515- 
G536-40xVHGF on a down block grain were crossed at 
Sulky Loop. All in all, this was a very interesting trip. 


Stawell sightings: Some of the happenings in the 
Stawell area during February and March are as follows: 


Sat.10.2, N473-N460-N10-D-N7 at 13 33, the last N set 
being empty which was from the morning up Dim- 
boola which did not run. 

Mon.19.2, N472-S300 on down Dimboola pass. at 
11 20. 

Tues.20.2, G511-G515 stalled while climbing Stawell 
bank with a load of grain, 54=108, at 20 58. Even- 
tually the train was reversed through No2 road into 
the silo road. The down pass. finally crossed at 21 54 
followed by a succession of down express goods 
trains and one from Adelaide. The up grain finally 
got going in the small hours of Wednesday. 

Wed.28.2, N473-X49-N1 on the up Dimboola pass. 
at 08 08 (normally single N). 

Sun.4.3, C506-C503-BL34-C510 on an up express 
goods at 12 15. 

Wed.7.3, N475-B61 on up Dimboola pass. at 08 11 (first 
recorded sighting of a B on a pass. this far west for 
the year). 

Sun.11.3, BL33-C510-C506 on an up express goods at 
08 44. 
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Mon.12.3, X40-X39-N18-N14 on up Dimboola pass. 
at 15 18 (use of Mark 1 X most unusual). 

Wed.14.3, S306-G536 on down goods at 17 17 (mainly 
oil tankers). 

Sat.17.3, X49-X42 on down Dimboola pass. at 11 39. 

Sun.18.3, X45-S317-N4-Z57 on up Dimboola pass. 
at 17 22. 


Ararat sightings: Time spent at Ararat on the evening 
of Thurs.12.4 and early morning of Fri.13.4 proved 
fruitful. Times were not provided but the workings 
were interesting. First train sighted was 2354 express 
goods to Corio with G538-S317, followed by the 17 35 
(8133) down Dimboola with S301-N set-2xD. 9143 with 
TNT loading had G541 and the 18 45 (9145) super- 
freighter had X51- BL27 up front. 8139 pass. to Ballarat 
was extended to Dimboola because of the holiday 
weekend and the consist was N460-D- N set. The 19 20 
(9147) superfreighter had a solo loco BL35 with 14 
wagons in tow. The down Overland had N459-N472- 
2xMotorail-17 carriages. The up Overland on Fri.13.4 
was operated by double N class while 9148 super- 
freighter had double BL class locos. The 06 55 up Dim- 
boola was a combination of the previous evening’s 
8133 and 8139 with N460-S301-2xN set-D. 


NORTH 


Echuca news: During late March there was some varia- 
tion to the pattern of working in the Echuca area. On a 
number of occasions 9064 up goods was hauled out of 
Echuca by a single loco instead of the normal double- 
headed combinations. 


Mon.19.3, X41 with a consist of sleepers left on the up 
at 16 40. T382 ran 9064 up goods. 

Beer X34 hauled 9064 up goods, departing at 

7 00. 

Wed.21.3, X31 ran 9064 up goods, departing at 16 47. 

Wed.28.3, P11-X36 (dead) ran 9064 up goods, depart- 
ing at 17 30. 

py ae, X39-T386 ran 9064 up goods, departing at 
16 45. 

Fri.30.3, ial arrived from across the border 
at 11 28. 

ee X32-T392 ran 9064 up goods departing at 

35. 

Wed.4.4, Double T class locos operated 9064 up goods 
departing at 16 36 with T408-T383. 

Fri.6.4, X36-T385 ran 9064 up goods departing at 17 00. 

Sat.7.4, J515 visited Echuca with a chartered special 
(more information under Kyabram report). 

Thurs. 12.4, X39-22xVHGF departed on the down at 06 
55, returned on the up at 12 47 as X39-11xVHGF. 

Tues.17.4, T388 operated 9083/9064 Deniliquin goods, 
X35 ran 5167/5168 Burraboi goods. Rice harvesting 
was underway in NSW. On Thurs.19.4, the same 
locos operated the same trips. 

Fri.20.4, T396 ran 5164/5165 Tongala goods before 
running 9083/9064 Deniliquin goods. X43 ran 
5167/5168 Burraboi goods. 

Mon.23.4, Three people were injured following a level 
crossing accident in Deniliquin when an up train 
struck a car. The two occupants of the sedan were 
trapped in their car for 30 minutes 
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| Tues.24.4, X43-17xVHGEF arrived on a train at 11 48, 


returned to NSW at 13 49 and arrived back at Echuca 
at 17 19. 


| Thurs.26.4, T410 was noted at 05 50 marshalled on a 


short briquette train bound for Tongala. 


| Fri.27.4, X43 and T405 ran trains to and from NSW and 


on arrival back at Echuca, combined to run 9064 up 
goods. 

Mon.30.4, G511-G530 were noted in the yard at 09 45, 
X35-10xVHGF arrived from NSW at 11 48. 


Bendigo news: Tenders, with a closing date of 
Wed.16.5 have been called for the provision of a bus 


_ service between Bendigo and Melbourne via Castle- 
| maine for a period of one year with the possibility of a 


one year extension. A return service would be provided 
daily from Sun.3.6 to supplement rail services until 


| 1992 when the new dmus are scheduled to be operat- 
| ing. The highlight of April in the area was the use of 
_ double S class locos on the down Swan Hill pass. on 


Sat.21.4. $317-S312 were the locos concerned and it is 
most unusual to see a double-headed pass. north of 
Bendigo except on a Sunday. The pass. returned on 
Mon.23.4 as $312-S317-2xD-N7. On Sun.1.4 the 16 10 


_ (8085) down pass. had A73-P22. The up Swan Hill pass. 
| on Fri.6.4 consisted of A66-2xD-N set and arrived at 


Bendigo at 08 57. On Sat.14.4, N469-A77 ran the up 
Swan Hill pass., while on Sun.15.4 the down Swan Hill 
pass. was A66-N453-N15-D326. On Easter Monday 
16.4, T388 was used to rescue R761 on the Vintage 


_ Train, seen arriving at Bendigo approximately two 


hours late (R761 stalled at Big Hill). That night an up 
Swan Hill pass. was run with X49-Z set (3 car), while on 
Sun.22.4 the 16 10 (8085) down pass. had plenty of 


_ power with X54-X50-P11-SH23. The up Swan Hill 
_ pass. the same night had N454-A60. Passenger service 


on Anzac day ran to a Saturday timetable with an extra 
up working from Swan Hill in the evening. Earlier that 
afternoon X-N set were sighted passing through Eagle- 
hawk on a down empty car working to position for the 
evening up train. The down Swan Hill that night was 


~ noted at Bendigo at 20 22 with N473-Z set (4 car)-D, 


while the 18 30 down pass. arrived at 21 10 with X34-Z 
set (3 car)-N set-D. On Thurs.26.4 A60 ran 8031, the 15 


~ 50 down Bendigo pass. A bus was provided for Wood- 


end and Kyneton passengers, as well as an express bus 
to Bendigo. Even so, the train left with passengers 
standing. Passengers holding economy class tickets 
were removed from the first class carriage before 
departure. 


Goods workings out of Bendigo have had plenty of 
variety of motive power. On Tues.3.4 T402-T403 
arrived on 9080 up Swan Hill goods at 18 40, while 9064 
up goods was only 7 minutes behind with K32-T392 
arriving at 18 47. On Thurs.5.4 9080 behind T404-T368 
arrived at Bendigo at 18 22. On Tues.10.4 T382-T386 
arrived on 9080 at 17 59, P23 was attached at 18 05 for 
the run to Melbourne, while on Thurs.12.4 9080 was 
triple-headed from Swan Hill with K31-T405-T382 
arriving in Bendigo at 19 07. 


NORTH EAST 


Tait checkover: The Victoria 150th Anniversary Com- 
memorative Tait Train (317M-208T-230D-381M), 
which was restored at Ballarat workshops in 1984, was 
hauled by J515 to Seymour on Sat.3.3 to undergo 
mechanical and electrical maintenance. On arrival at 
Seymour, the four cars were split up and made an un- 
usual sight stabled on separate tracks around the dual 
gauge turntable. Apart from an early hot box on 230D 
which was resolved by a replacement bogie, the Taits 
have required no other major maintenance over the 
last five years. 


Kyabram notes: On Fri.30.3, a plant train, T???- 
6xVOFX ran through at 09 17. On Mon.2.4 the return 
working of the previous Friday’s train was T???- 
11xVZSX-SxVZMEF on the down at 15 19. It was the 
first time that VZMF ballast wagons had visited the 
branch. On Tues.3.4 T375 ran a switch trip to Kyabram 
and on Tues.10.4 T403 ran the trip, departing on the up 
at 11 27. On Sat.7.4, the Kilmore Lions Club chartered 
a train from SLSPG and ran it to Echuca. Consist was 
JS15-WT236-ZL2-16ABE-30AE-43BPL-29BCPL- 

2AE-Pekina-14BE- 3BCE-U892 and it passed through 
Kyabram at 11 07, arriving in Echuca at 11 54. Depar- 
ture from Echuca was at 15 00 with an arrival at Kya- 
bram at 15 53. In the morning, from Seymour to Kil- 
more East and back to Seymour, the train was banked 
by a P class loco. This also occurred on the return work- 


$310-A70 with 8311 Albury pass. at Heathcote Junction on Mon.17.10.88. The S was detached at Seymour. 
(Rick Coles) 


JUNE 1990 


ing later in the day. The highlight of the month 
occurred on Thurs.12.4 when X36-flat wagon- 
VVDY27-11xVZSX was sighted on the branch at 07 15. 
This was the first sighting of an X on the line since 1984 
and the first Co-Co loco to use the line in 1990. 


Late series Xs: On Thurs.5.4, half of the late series X 
class fleet of 10 passed through Seymour in the space of 
a few hours. They were X53-X47-T410 on 9327 down 
NE goods at 02 31 and K45-X49-X46 on 9390 down 
Oaklands block grain at 06 18. X46 was detached at 
Seymour. 


Nagambie crosses: During April, Nagambie, which re- 
cently lost its status as a manned station was the scene 
of four crosses, all involving special trains. They were: 
Sat.7.4, J515 on a down special pass. to Echuca/X35 on 
an up Cobram pass. Tues.10.4, T385 on a rail recovery 
train (terminated, then ran round) waited for N470 ona 
down Cobram pass. Tues.17.4, N452 on an up Cobram 
pass./N454 on a down extra Cobram pass. at 15 15-15 
30. Tues.17.4, A77 on 8327 down Cobram pass./N454 
on an extra up Cobram pass. 


Mangalore observations: Highlights were lacking dur- 
ing April with one exception. B65 was utilised on an up 
Cobram pass. on Thurs.19.4. Other observations are as 
follows: 


Mon.2.4, 08 44, N460-S312 on up Albury pass, 05 20 
X54-B76 on down NE goods, 12 46 T409 up NE 
sleeper special, 13 24 T409 down Echuca sleeper 
special, 18 45 $312-N460 on down Albury pass. 

Tues.3.4, 08 47, N460-S313 on up Albury pass, 10 39 
X31 on down Cobram pass. 

Wed.4.4, 04 21, S306-S313 on down Oaklands — 
returned at 21 40, 08 00 X38 on up Cobram pass. 08 
45, N460-X53 on up Albury pass., 09 31, X34 on 
down Albury pass. — returned at 14 50 on up Albury 
pass., 13 30, X32 on down Albury pass. — returned at 
18 30 on up Albury pass, 21 41, T382-T385-T406 on 
up Goulburn Valley goods. 

Fri.6.4, 13 35, X42-X52 on down Albury pass. 21 18, 
X45 on down Albury pass. 

Sat.7.4, 09 24, JS15 on down Echuca special pass. — 
returned at 17 48. 09 42, X35 on up Cobram pass. — 
returned at 18 24 on down Albury pass. 

Wed.11.4, 08 40, N464-X36 on up Albury pass. 13 40, 
T385 on up Goulburn Valley rail recovery train. 
19 40, X43 on down Cobram pass. 
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Thurs.12.4, 08 06,X43 returned on up Cobram pass. 
09 19, X36 on up Echuca sleeper special — returned 
on the down at 10 57. 


Fri.13.4, 11 40, X46-N473 on down Albury extra pass. | 


Tues.17.4, 08 45, X54-A77 on up Albury pass., 09 33 
X31-N456 on down Albury pass. — returned at 14 45. 
21 16, T402-T401-T392 on up Goulburn Valley 
goods. 

Fri.20.4, 18 30, S300-N464 on up Albury pass. 

Sat.21.4, 00 06, B76 on down NE block oil. 

Sun.22.4, 11 20, N473-S301 on down Albury pass. — 
returned at 19 25 on up Albury pass. 

Mon.23.4, 22 10, B76 on up NE goods. 

Wed.25.4, 08 39, N470-B80 on up Albury pass., 10 35 
X44 on down Cobram pass. — returned at 16 19 on up 
Cobram pass. 

Sat.28.4, 08 42, N468-S300 on up Albury pass. 


As can been seen from the above, X class locos 
certainly worked their fair share of passenger trains 
to the NE during April. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


April observations: A trip from Albury on Tues.17.4 
on the up Jntercapital Daylight proved interesting with 
crosses at Chiltern, Broadford, Wallan and Somerton. 
Before the trip G516-8172 were sighted on the down 
Intercapital Daylight with G516 coming off at Albury. 
8176 was the loco on the up Daylight and departure was 
at 17 17. On the broad gauge line in Albury yard were 
$300-S306-X49 on an up steel train. Just over the 
border in the Coal Sidings were S312-S317 on an up 
goods. The first cross on the standard gauge occurred 
at Chiltern Loop with G520-X37-T411 on a down 
goods. The next cross was at Broadford with G519 on 
9669 down superfreighter. Wallan was next with 
G523-G5?? on 9663 down superfreighter. At Somer- 
ton, a triple cross took place, 8170 on the Sydney Expr- 
ess and G517 on 9665 down express goods. Other 
observations on the standard gauge during April 
included (times are at Mangalore): 


Sun.1.4, 21 31, 8173-8175 on Sydney Express. 
Wed.4.4, 13 50, C504-X37 on a down goods. 
Thurs.12.4, 12 56, 8179 on Sydney Express cars. 
Wed.18.4, 08 03, G521 on up special pass. 
Tues.24.4, 08 18, 8171-8173-8175 on an up goods. 


Bicentennial 42218 heads the down /ntercapital Daylight at Spencer Street on Tues.1.11.88. (Roderick B Smith) 


ep TS 
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8174 and failed C504 wait for northbound C505 at Tallarook Loop on Wed.21.2.90. (Bryce Leydon) 


_ EAST 


| Warragul news: Happenings in the Warragul area for 
_ April are as follows: 


—* OnThurs.29.3, 8432, the 13 20 up Gippslander was 30 


minutes late at Warragul — leaving at 16 05. On 
Wed.4.4, 8415, the 13 33 down Sale arrived at Warra- 
gul 49 minutes late. It was, in fact, preceded by 4067, 
the 13 54 down Warragul which was only a few 
minutes late at 15 32. On Fri.27.4, there was exten- 
sive late running of down trains in the afternoon, e.g. 
8421 (15 45 down Traralgon still with large numbers 
of passengers standing), 4069 (16 28 down Warragul) 
and 8423 (16 58 down Traralgon) were all 10 to 20 
minutes late, with 8423 having to wait to be admitted 
to the platform while 4069 was shunted to the up 
platform after 8438 (17 05 up Sale, running late) had 
cleared the up platform. 


* On Mon.9.4, 8406, the 06 00 up Traralgon (N-N set) 
was very heavily patronised. Some passengers join- 
ing at Drouin had to stand, and all those from sta- 
tions to Nar Nar Goon had to stand. A few seats 
became available at General Motors and a lot at 
Dandenong, but one passenger who joined the train 
= Bunyip stood all the way till he alighted at Caul- 

ield. 


* On Thurs.12.4, 8407, the 07 51 down Gippslander 
and 8431, the 18 05 down Bairnsdale were both made 
up of 2xN sets. 


* Tues.24.4 saw another visit of the rail greasing train 
(794M-797M) to Warragul. Arrival was at 10 10, the 
crew changed ends and set back to the down end 
crossover to cross to the up line. The set back move- 
ment was accompanied by the usual multiple 
exchanges of bells between driver and guard. 

* By Tues.24.4, all trains which normally ran to or 
from Bairnsdale were running only to or from Sale 
owing to flood damage to track between Sale and 
Bairnsdale and to two small bridges at Stratford. 
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Buses were in use between Sale and Bairnsdale with 
some changes to usual timings. 

* Multiple lash ups of locos were reported from the 
area on many occasions during April. On Sat.14.4 on 
the 13 08 down Traralgon were X36-S301-N468-N12 
with X36 and $301 remaining at Traralgon. N468 ran 
the 17 00 up Traralgon solo. Thurs.19.4 had B80- 
N460 run the 15 45 down Traralgon after they had 
run 8248 pass, the 14 30 up Geelong. On Sat.21.4 
8427, a down Traralgon was hauled by A81- 
X46-S313-D360-N18 and on Sun.22.4 the 17 00 down 
Traralgon had A81-N462-X42. 


Lateness: The East has a bad reputation for time- 
keeping and two weekends during April were no 
exception. On Fri.6.4, 8423 down Traralgon was 
sighted at Drouin at 18 35 (due 18 27) with N454-N9. 
8438 up Sale was also noted at Drouin at 18 47 (due 18 
37) with X43- N18. On Sat.7.4 at Warragul, 8410, the 06 
00 up Traralgon arrived at 08 41 instead of 08 36 with 
N457-N14 while later that day at Drouin, 8415 the 13 08 
Traralgon was noted at 14 41 instead of 14 32 with 
N454-X31-N8 and 8438 with N454-N8 was only 3 
minutes behind on the return journey. The following 
Sat.14.4 8407 the 08 36 down Bairnsdale with N451-N19 
was 4 late at Warragul. On Sun.15.4 8481, the 09 20 
down Bairnsdale was sighted at Drouin with A78- 
262ACZ-211BS-221BRS-208BS-206BS 15 minutes be- 
hind the timetable. 


METROPOLITAN 


Overhead inspection: On Mon.2.4 the overhead 
inspection train worked to Hurstbridge behind diesel 
power. The train arrived at Hurstbridge as Y166- 
D320-Inspection car-D329-Y 130. 


Harris transfer: Seen passing through Flinders Street 
station platform 8 heading east at 11 20 on Wed. 
18.4 were T368(?)-746M-2686T-1537M-1583M-2622T- 
1575M showing various signs of vandalism. 
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Works 


Coolaroo electrification: The first extension of the 
electric suburban system in years will begin with the 
electrification of the rail line between Broadmeadows 
and Coolaroo. As foreshadowed in MetPlan, the gov- 
ernment’s blueprint for the development of Mel- 
bourne’s public transport, the line will be electrified for 
2.5 km and a station built at Coolaroo to meet the 
demands of the area’s rapidly growing population. The 
new Station will be near the corner of Kalimna Court 
and Longford Cresent. The Met has started detailed 
design work for the new station and modal interchange 
and $649 000 has been set aside in the current budget 
for this work. Physical work is expected to start later 
this year. By the year 2002 it is hoped to have the line 
electrified to Craigieburn. 


New sleepers: A new type of concrete sleeper, gauge 
convertible, has been used by AN on a trial basis on a 
section of the Adelaide-Melbourne line. 115 sleepers 
were used in the trial and they were designed for quick 
conversion to standard gauge. Amatek (formerly 
Moniers) has developed the sleepers utilising a system 
called Multilok, which has been patented, comprising a 
cruciform channel section embedded in the top of the 
sleeper at the time of casting, plus a specially cast resil- 
ient shoulder clip. When converting the gauge, all that 
is required is to release the shoulders, and move the rail 
to its new gauge position. The shoulders can then be 
permanently sealed. As AN is developing plans for the 
eventual conversion of the broad gauge line to Mel- 
bourne to standard gauge the new sleepers would be 
invaluable if this project ever goes ahead. 


Bendigo rationalisation: The final stage of the alter- 
ations in Bendigo were set to take place on the week- 
end of May 26 and 27. Boom barriers will be installed at 
the Nolan Street and Williamson Street level crossings 
thus eliminating the mechanical gates at D box and C 
box respectively. The four signal boxes in the area will 
be closed at the end of May with all signalling in the 
area being controlled from a new panel located on the 
down platform in space formerly occupied by the par- 
cels office. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Colac: On Tues.27.2, the down home signal on post 1 
was replaced in situ. The new mast is 1.7 metres higher 
than the mast it replaced. (WN 9/90) 


Rollingstock 


V/Line locos interstate: As at Sat.31.3 the following 
locos are permitted to work through to SA and NSW. 


Broad gauge to SA — G511-515, 526-543, C501-503, 
506-510, S300-302, 306, 307, 310-313, 317, X46-54. 


Standard gauge to NSW — G516-525, C504, C505. 


Tait overhead lubrication train withdrawn: Regular use 
of suburban Tait rollingstock in EMU operation came 
to an end in March when the three car overhead lubri- 
cation train was withdrawn from service some 80 years 
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Flinders Street: The following signals were relocated 
from their existing positions to new ground masts 
located immediately below on the dates shown — 


Signal posts 329 and 339 — Sat.17.2. 
Signal posts 145 and 153 — Sun.18.2. 


Also, on Sun.18.2 signal post 311 was converted to a 
short ground mast in situ. (WN 8/90) 


Flinders Street - North Melbourne: On Mon.5.3, the 
signalling arrangements as indicated on Signalling 
Diagram 4/90 became effective and Signalling 
Diagram 12/84 was cancelled. (WN 10/90) 


Murtoa - Hopetoun: Commencing Mon.3.3 and con- 
tinuing until complete, the following alterations will 
take place to the points and derails — 


1. The small point levers at the following locations will 
be converted to WSA type levers. 


Coromby up and down ends. 
Nullan up and down ends. 
Batchica up and down ends. 
Lah up and down ends. 
Galaquil up and down ends. 
Beulah Sub-Terminal up and down ends. 
Rosebery up and down ends. 
Goyura up and down ends. 


2. The rodded derails at Lah and Goyura, up end only, 
will be abolished and replaced by hinged derails. 


3. All the above locations will continue to be secured 
by master key locks. (WN 10/90) 


Shepparton: On Thurs.8.3, a closing lever (B) was pro- 
vided in the interlocked frame at Shepparton. A 5P key 
switch was provided at the down end of the platform, 
the operation of the key switch will place the home on 
post 10 to the proceed position, when the signal frame 
is switched out. (WN 11/90) 


Tallygaroopna: On Wed.7.3, flashing light signals, level 
crossing prediction, level crossing predictor boards, 
healthy state indication lights and yellow whistle posts 
were provided at Victoria Road located at 198.7 km. 
The operation of the flashing lights will be automatic 
for all movements. 


after Taits first entered loco hauled traffic in 1910. The 
last two surviving double-ended Tait motors were ear- 
marked for preservation in 1986, 1470M to ElecRail 
and 1471M to the ARHS musuem. It is understood 
that the non-powered, air-conditioned Tait car which 
actually applies the lubricant via its pantograph to the 
overhead wire is to have its braking and couplers con- 
verted to enable it to be included in the new Harris rail 
lubrication train. In the meantime the car has been 
wedged in between two D vans and hauled around by 
two Y class locos to grease the wires. 
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A STATEMENT ON THE PROPOSED 
CONVERSION OF THE UPFIELD RAILWAY 
TO LIGHT RAIL OPERATION 


With reference to the article on the Upfield line 
appearing in the March 1990 issue of Newsrail, from 
reading the article and from my knowledge of the poli- 
tical climate, I venture to say that conversion to light 
rail will never take place. 

Firstly, there is the antagonism of the residents, 
which was not heeded by the Cain government, anta- 
gonism which was vividly illustrated by the heavy 
swing against the ALP in Victoria at the recent federal 
election. 

From my study of the article and from enquiries I 
have made I can see no logical reason for the conver- 
sion, and from what I have heard the new transport 
minister, Mr Spyker, is a man ‘for the people’ who will 
listen to people. It would seem prudent for a delegation 
from the protest groups to seek an urgent meeting with 
Mr Spyker. 

A study of the relevant map shows that Upfield 
station is near the heart of the Ford Motor Company 
complex; therefore, it would be reasonable to expect 
that in these hard times many of Ford’s staff would 
travel by train to and from work if a reliable workers’ 
train were made available. One six car train could carry 
three or four times the number of passengers that 
could be carried by an articulated light rail vehicle. 

From the Newsrail article and my personal observa- 
tions of the recently opened light rail service to Port 
Melbourne and St Kilda, it might appear to be practical 
to run a light rail line to Upfield, but several problems 
would have to be investigated to ascertain its feasi- 
bility. 

Of course, the main advantage of the proposal would 
be the removal of trams from Sydney Road between 
North Coburg and Park Street, Brunswick, which 
would ease slightly a serious traffic bottleneck. 
However, if the government decides to proceed with 
the conversion scheme, despite public opposition, 
there are several ways of achieving the same objective. 
These are as follows: 


1. The gauge of the tram lines and the railway lines 
differs by 6% inches. This difficulty could easily be 
overcome by adopting the method used at the 
interstate platforms (Nos 1 & 2) at Spencer Street 
station, where extra rails were laid 64) inches inside 
the existing railway tracks. This system has worked 
well at Spencer Street since 1962, so is there any 
reason why it should not work on the Upfield line? 
It would have the advantage of permitting both 
forms of fixed rail transport to be employed. 

2. If this dual gauge method were to be utilised, there 
would be several other modifications that would be 
necessary. The first would be that lower stopping 
place platforms would be required, as the floors of 
light rail vehicles are lower than those of railway 
carriages. The second modification required would 
be rather more difficult to make, and arises from the 
fact that heavy rail electric trains run on 1500V dc 
and light rail vehicles run on 600V dec. The fact that 
both types of vehicle utilise direct current for their 
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motive power makes this reduction in applied 
voltage easier as heavy duty resistances in series 
with the collector would reduce the voltage. These 
would have to be mounted on the outside of the 
roof, or in the collector itself, as this reduction of a 
fairly high voltage with a large current drain would 
dissipate an appreciable amount of heat. A further 
problem arises when the light rail vehicle is to run 
from the railway onto the tramway. A cursory 
examination would seem to suggest that some form 
of automatic switching of the resistances would 
need to be installed. However, this could prove to 
be costly and inefficient in the event of a short 
circuit. An alternate method would be a second 
collector which could be raised when the light rail 
vehicle has run onto the tramway network. The 
collector used on the railway line would then be 
folded down. When the vehicle moved in the 
opposite direction, the reverse procedure would be 
carried out. What has been written above is only 
conjecture and may not be practicable; it is 
therefore essential that this be included in the terms 
of reference of any feasibility study of the proposal. 


3. A further alternative which could be considered, 


especially where there is low denisty patronage, 
making the running of heavy rail vehicles 
uneconomical, is the light rail vehicle designed to 
run on railway lines. Any older person reading this 
will remember the ‘electric car’ service provided 
between St Kilda station and Brighton Beach, 
introduced in 1906 by Sir Thomas Bent, then 
Premier of Victoria. These were electric trams 
similar in design to trams used in Los Angeles, 
California. The (VR) service operated quite 
efficiently until it was withdrawn in 1959. The main 
difference between a tramcar and a light rail vehicle 
as proposed for service in Melbourne is in the type 
of collector to be utilised. Since electric trams 
replaced the old cable trams in the 1920s, the ‘trolley 
arm’ type has been employed exclusively until 
recently. The smaller four wheeled tramcars used 
one trolley arm fixed to the centre of the roof of the 
vehicle, which had to be rotated through 180 
degrees at each terminus. On the bogie tramcars 
there were two trolley arms, one at each end with 
the trailing arm being the one in use. At each 
terminus the arm in use and arm out of use were 
swapped. As the demand for air conditioning would 
draw more electric current than the trolley arm 
could carry, it has been decided to replace trolley 
arms with pantograph collectors. If this were to be 
done on the articulated light rail vehicles it is 
proposed to use on the service which at present are 
fitted with one pantograph at one end of the 
combination, the additional pantograph could be 
fitted to the roof of the other vehicle. The 
pantographs could be raised and lowered by 
compressed air so that the raising and lowering 
would not present a problem. This system would be 
worth investigating. 


The whole proposal to substitute one suburban rail 
service for another is being hampered by the fact that 
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there are two unions involved, the Australian Railways 
Union and the Tramway Employees Association. To 
achieve harmony and smooth operation of these ser- 
vices, either the two unions should merge or a new 
union should be formed to cover those employed on 
light rail services. 


It is hoped that suggestions put forward here, either 
singly or in conjunction with other submissions, will be 
relevant to a solution to this difficult problem. 


John Teare, 
Frankston East, Vic. 


LETTERS 


Sir, 


Re the article on ‘Swing Door Motors’ Newsrail 
December 1989. 


I wish to offer the following observations from my 
recollections. 


As a resident in close proximity to the Ashburton 
(later Alamein) line for over the past 60 years I com- 
menced my interest in ABM cars from 1929. 1S55ABM 
was in regular service on the line at that time (and as an 
ABM). I recollect that in the off peak period, 155 ABM 
ran the entire service of the then Ashburton service. 
On a few runs it would operate with a swing door D 
attached. In the peak period, the line had two 4 car sets 
and one had always to change at Camberwell until 
through running commenced in the thirties. In 1929 
the ‘peak hour only’ set consisted of 242M-90T-103T- 
290M and later 290M was replaced by 253M. This set 
always consisted of two Tait motors and two swing 
door trailers except for the last one prior to through 
running. This was a complete swing door set and I 
recall that one of the motors was 49M. Meanwhile the 
other set was built up to four cars (all swing doors) in 
the peak hours. On one occasion in either 1929 or 1930 
the consist was 1SSABM-8D-83T-52M. When through 
running commenced the ‘peak hour only’ set was with- 
drawn and the other cut down to two cars — an ABM 
and a D. The railways seemed to be reluctant to use 
ABM’s other than 155 except when it went in for over- 
haul. In the late thirties when the week day daytime 
service was increased to approximately a quarter hour 
service one of the other ABMs was used until 158 
finally entered service. 

In later years however any of the ABMs were allo- 
cated to any of the routes where they would normally 
work as they were needed. At times before the time 
they were either converted to parcels vans or scrap- 
ped some were to be seen in EMU consists and on at 
least one occasion one was seen as part of a consist 
used for hauling country stock to Lilydale for trains 
beyond. 


In regard to 156M, my first sighting of it was in Flin- 
ders Street yard in the early thirties being used as a 
shunter just as it was until recently. In those early days I 
would see it being used as a parcels van on occasions at 
busy times of the year such as Christmas, probably 
because of a shortage of parcels coaches at those times. 
I am certain it has not been an ABM since my first 
sighting of it and it would appear to be most improb- 
able to have been an ABM before that time. 


Bob Bishop. 
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Sir, 

Several articles in Newsrail during mid 1989 drew atten- 
tion to the plan to convert the Upfield railway line to 
‘light rail’, i.e., to convert it to part of the tramway 
system, and close the portion of line between Jewell 
and North Melbourne stations. A program of consul- 
tation with persons affected by the proposal was cut 
short by the announcement on 6 August 1989 by the 
Transport Minister that notwithstanding any of the 
results of the consultation then underway, the light rail 
project would indeed go ahead. 

It seems that the ARHS has regarded this as the final 
word and little has appeared in these pages about the 
continuing saga of the Upfield line. However, a cover 
photo in the January issue of an up train (with incorrect 
destination display) and the report of the ElecRail tour 
of this line in the March issue made me decide to give 
an update that will tell interested readers what has 
since transpired. 

It needs to be said that regardless of the govern- 
ment’s plan the project is by no means a fait accompli. 
There is widespread opposition to the planned service 
downgrade as people can judge by the failings of the 
earlier light rail projects on the Port Melbourne and St. 
Kilda lines. 

Costings of the project have been increasingly ques- 
tioned, in a way similar to the way the MetTicket 
scheme has been discredited. It is hoped that the new 
Transport Minister (Mr Spyker) will treat the Upfield 
light rail scheme in a similar way to MetTicket. 

The idea of the various groups opposing the govern- 
ment’s plans (and there are at least 29 local community 
groups), that of electrifying the existing line between 
Upfield and Somerton as a cheap method of bringing 
suburban services to Craigieburn, has been widely sup- 
ported, not least because such a proposal will not only 
retain the existing train and tram services and signifi- 
cantly extend the suburban network but also because it 
would be substantially cheaper than the light rail 
option. Furthermore a patronage survey conducted 
independently of the Met has revealed that usage of 
the line at present is at least 30% above the Met’s 
figures. 

Readers may remember that this line was earmarked 
for closure in the Lonie report days of 1981. The level 
of opposition which prevented that happening then is 
just as strong now, and with almost unanimous opposi- 
tion it is quite likely the government will again be 
forced to rethink its ideas. 

Jon Saul 


[Editor: The Transport Minister Mr Spyker announced 
on Tues.10.4 a temporary halt to the project to enable 
him to consult groups opposed to the light rail project.] 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 
Write to the 
Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001 
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J MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 

] 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 

| Phone: (03) 890 7027 

] Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
1 Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
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I 
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A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P,- PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| | Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
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| YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 

| HOBBY CENTRE 

| 490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
| 
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Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 am - 6.30 pm 10am-9pm 9am-5pm CHAMPION ROAD 
| Magazines and Books New and Used Models | NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
I Direct Importers Bankcard welcome J 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 

SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 

PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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